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Summary

The SNA2008 describes the treatment of head offices, holding companies and
special purpose entities. Actual classification results depend on what criteria
compilers will use. Also, there are cases where their independence as
institutional unit is doubtful. There are so many types of special purpose entities
in the world that their classification scheme should be further elaborated.
Against these backgrounds, joint ECB-Eurostat-OECD Task Force was
established under the Intersecretariat Working Group on National Accounts to
discuss the treatment of head offices, holding companies and special purpose
entities. The Task Force submitted a report to the Advisory Expert Group on
National Accounts, which includes draft international guidelines that would
enable the internationally comparable recording of head offices and holding
companies as well as the typology and classification scheme of special purpose
entities. This paper envisages the discussions of the task force and considers
their implications for Japan.
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