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CHAPTER 35—COORDINATION OF FEDERAL
INFORMATION POLICY

Sec,
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3512, Public protection.
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AMENDMENTS

1980—Pub. L. 96-511, § 2(a), Dec, 11, 1980, 94 Stat.
2812, substituted in chapter heading "INFORMA-
TION POLICY" for “REPORTING SERVICES”, and
revised the analysis generally.

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This chapter is referred to in title 16 sections 1379,
1855; title 20 section 1221-3; title 29 sections 1535,
1751, 1752, title 42 section 300z-7.

§ 3501, Purpose

The purpose of this chapter is—

(1) to minimize the Federal paperwork
burden for individuals, small businesses, State
and local governments, and other persons;

(2) to minimize the cost to the Federal Gov-
ernment of collecting, maintaining, using, and
disseminating information;

(3) to maximize the usefulness of informa-
tion collected by the Federal Government;

(4) to coordinate, integrate and, to the
extent practicable and appropriate, make uni-
form Federal information policies and prac-
tices;

{5) to ensure that automatic data processing
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and telecommunications technologies are ac-
quired ‘and used by the Federal Government
in & manner which improves service delivery
and program management, increases produc-
tivity, reduces waste and fraud, and, wherever
practicable and appropriate, reduces the In-
formation processing burden for the Federal
Government and for persons who provide in-
formation to the Federal Government; and

(8) to ensure that the collection, mainte-
nance, use and dissemination of information
by the Federal Government Is consistent with
applicable laws relating to confidentiality, in-
cluding sectlon 552a of title 5, United States
Code, known as the Privacy Act.

(Added Pub. L. 96-511, § 2(a), Dec. 11, 1980, 94
Stat. 2812.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prlor section 3501, Pub. L. 90-6820, Oct. 22, 1968, 82
Stat. 1302, which related to information for Federal
agencles, was omitted in the general revision of this
chapter by sectlon 2(a) of Pub. L. 96-511.

EFPECTIVE DATE

Section § of Pub. L. 96-511 provided; "This Act (en-
acting this chapter, amending sectlons 2904 and 2905
of thig title, section 5315 of Title 8, Government Orga-
nization and Employees, section 1221-3 of Title 20,
I3ducation, section 1211 of Title 30, Mineral Lands and
Mining, and section 292h of Title 42, The Public
Health and Welfare, and enacting provisions set out as
notes under sections 101 and 3503 of this title] shall
take effect on April 1, 1981."

FEDERAL REGULATION REQUIREMENTS

For provisions relating to requirements for the pro-
mulgation of new regulations, review of existing regu-
lations, etc., see Ex. Ord. No. 12291, Feb. 17, 1981, 46
F.R. 13193, set out as a note under section 601 of Title
5, Government Organization and Employees.

COMMISSION ON FEDERAL PAPERWORK

Pub. L. 93-556, §§ 1 to 9, Dec. 27, 1974, 88 Stat. 1789
to 1792, established a Commission on Federal Paper-
work to reexamine Federal policies and procedures
having an impact on the paperwork burden in order to
ascertain necessary and desirable changes in informa-
tion policies and practices. The Commission terminat-
ed in January 1978 after having submitted its final
report.

§ 3502, Definitions

As used in this chapter—
(1) the term ''agency” means any executive
department, military department, Govern-



ment corporation, Government controlled
corporation, or other establishment in the ex-
ecutive branch of the Government (including
the Executive Office of the President), or any
independent regulatory agency, but does not
include the General Accounting Office, Fed-
eral Election Commission, the governments of
the District of Columbia and of the territories
and possessions of the United States, and
their various subdivisions, or Government-
owned contractor-operated facilities including
laboratories engaged in national defense re-
search and production activities;

(2) the terms “automatic data processing,”
“automatic data processing equipment,” and
“telecommunications” do not include any
data processing or telecommunications
system or equipment, the function, operation
or use of which—

(A) involves intelligence activities;

(B) involves cryptologic activities related
to national security;

(C) involves the direct command and con-
trol of military forces;

(D) involves equipment which is an inte-
gral part of a weapon or weapons system; or

(E) is critical to the direct fulfillment of
military or intelligence missions, provided
that this exclusion shall not include auto-
matic data processing or telecommunica-
tions equipment uséd for routine adminis-
trative and business applications such as
payroll, finance, logistics, and personnel
management,

(3) the term ‘“burden’” means the time,
effort, or financial resources expended by
persons to provide information to a Pederal
agency;

(4) the term 'collection of information”
means the obtaining or seliciting of facts or
opinions by an agency through the use of
written repert forms, application forms,
schedules, questionnaires, repcrting or rec-

ordkeeping requirements, or other similar
methods calling for either—

(A) answers to identical guestions posed
to, or identical reporting or recordkeeping
requirements imposed on, ten or more per-
sons, other than agencies, instrumentalities,
or employees of the United States; or

(B) answers to questions posed Lo agen-
cies, instrumentalities, or employees of the
United States which are to be used for gen-
eral statistical purposes;

(5) the term ‘data element’” means a dis-
tinct piece of information such as a name,
term, number, abbreviation, or symbol;

(6) the term “data element dictionary’”
means a system containing standard and uni-
form definitions and cross references for com-
monly used data elements;

(1) the term ‘“data profile” means a synop-

sis of the questions contained in an informa-
tion coilection request and the official name
of the request, the location of information ob-
tained or to be obtained through the request,
a description of any compilations, analyses, or
reports derived or to be derived from such in-
formation, any record retention requirements
associated with the request, the agency re-
sponsible for the request, the statute author-
izing the request, and any other information
necessary to identify, obtain, or use the data
contained in such information;

(8) the term *'Director” means the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget;

(9) the term ‘“directory of information re-
sources’” means a catalog of information col-
lection requests, containing a data profile for
zach request;

(10) the term “independent regulatory
agency’ means the Board of Governors of the
Pederal Reserve System, the Civil Aeronau-
tics Board, the Commodity Futures Trading
Commission, the Consumer Product Safety
Commission, the Federal Communications
Commission, the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation, the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission, the Federal Home Loan Bank
Board, Lhe Federal Maritime Commission, the
Federal Trade Commission, the Interstate
Commerce Commission, the Mine Enforce-
ment Safety and Health Review Commission,
the National Labor Relations Board, the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission, the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Review Commission,
the Postal Rate Commission, the Securities
and Exchange Commission, and any other
similar agency designated by statute as a Fed-
eral independent regulatory agency or com-
mission;

(11) the term *“information collection re-
quest’” means a written report form, applica-
tion form, schedule, questionnaire, reporting
or recordkeeping requirement, or other simi-
lar methed ciliing for the eollection of infor-
meation;

(12) the term *‘information referral service”
means the function that assists officlals and
persons in obtaining access tc the Federzal In-
formation Locator System:

{13) the term "infcrmation systems” means
management Information systems;

(14) the term ‘‘person’ means an individual,
partnership, association, corporation, busi-
ness trust, or legal representative, an orga-
nized group of individuals, a Stale, territorial,
or local government or branch thereof, or a
political subdivision of a State, territory, or
local government or a hranch of a political
subdivision;

(15) the term “practical utility” means the
ability of an agency to use information it col-
lects, particularly the capability to process
such information in a timely and useful fash-



ion; and

(16) the term “recordkeeping requirement"
means requirement imposed by an agency on
persons to maintain specified records.

(Added Pub. L. 96-511, § 2(a), Dec. 11, 1980, 94
Stat. 2813.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 3502, Pub. L, 90-620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82
Stat. 1302; Pub. L. 93-153, title IV, § 409(a), Nov. 16,
1973, 87 Stat, 593, which defined the terms ‘‘Federal
agency", "person”, and “information”, was omitted in
the general revision of this chapter by section 2(a) of
Pub. L. 96-511,

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS
This section is referred to in title 20 section 1221-3,

§ 3503. Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs

(a) There is established in the Office of Man-
agement and Budget an office to be known as
the Office of Information and Regulatory Af-
fairs.

(b) There shall be at the head of the Office
an Administrator who shall be appointed by,
and who shall report directly to, the Director.
The Director shall delegate to the Administra-
tor the authority to administer all functions
under this chapter, except that any such dele-
gation shall not relieve the Director of respon-
sibility for the administration of such func-
tions. The Administrator shall serve as princi-
pal adviser to the Director on Federal informa-
tion policy.

(Added Pub. L. 96-511, § 2(a), Dec. 11, 1980, 94
Stat. 2814.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 3503, Pub. L. 90-620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82
Stat. 1303, which prescribed the duties of the Director
of the Bureau of the Budget, was omitted In the gen-
eral revision of this chapter by section 2(a) of Pub. L.
96-511. See section 3504 of this title.

DELEGATION OF OTHER FUNCTIONS TO ADMINISTRATOR

Section 3 of Pub. L. 96-511, as amended Pub. L.
97-258, § 5(b), Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat. 1083, provided:

"{(a) Repealed]

“(b) The Director of the Office of Management and
Budget shall delegate to the Administrator for the
Office of Informatlon and Regulatory Affairs all func-
tions, authority, and responsibility of the Director
under section 552a of title B, United States Code,
under Executive Order 12046 [Ex, Ord. No. 12048,
Mar. 27, 1978, 43 F.R. 14193, set out as a note under
section 305 of Title 47, Telesraphs, Telephones, and
Radiotelegraphs) and Reorganization Plan No, 1 tor
telecommunications [probably means Reerg. Plan No,
1 of 1970, 35 F.R. 6421, 84 Stat, 2083, set out in the Ap-
pendix to Title 5, Government Orggnigzatlon and Em-

ployees], and under section 111 of the Federal Proper-
ty and Administrative Services Act of 1949 (40 U.S.C.
1759)."

$ECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS
This section is referred to in title 31 seclion 503

§ 3504. Authority and functions of Director

(a) The Director shall develop and implement
Federal information policies, principles, stand-
ards, and guidelines and shall provide direction
and oversee the review and approval of infor-
mation collection requests, the reduction of the
paperwork burden, Federal statistical activities,
records management activities, privacy of rec-
ords, interagency sharing of information, and
acquisition and use of automatic data process-
ing telecommunications, and other technology
for managing information resources. The au-
thority under this section shall be exercised
consistent with applicable law,

(b) The general information policy functions
of the Director shall include—

(1) developing and implementing uniform
and consistent information resources manage-
ment policies and overseeing the development
of information management principles, stand-
ards, and guidelines and promoting their use;

(2) initiating and reviewing proposals for
changes in legislation, regulations, and
agency procedures to improve information
practices, and informing the President and
the Congress on the progress made therein;

(3) coordinating, through the review of
budget proposals and as otherwise provided in
this section, agency information practices;

(4) promoting, through the use of the Fed-
eral Information Locator System, the review
of budget proposals and other methods,
greater sharing of information by agencies;

(5) evaluating agency information manage-
ment practices to determine their adequacy
and efficlency, and to determine compliance
of such practices with the policies, principles,
standards, and guldelines promulgated by the
Director; and

(8) overseeing planning for, and conduct of
research with respect to, Federal collection,
processing, storage, transmission, and use of
information,

(c) The informatlon collection request clear-
ance and other paperwork control functions of
the Director shall include—

(1) reviewing and approving information
collection requests proposed by agenc'es;

(2) determining whether the collection of
information by an agency is necessary for the
proper performance of the functions of the
agency, including whether the information
will have practical utility for the agency;

(3) ensuring that all information collection
requests—

(A) are inventoried, display a control
number and, when appropriate, an expira-
tion date;

(B) indicate the reguest is in accordance
with. the clearance requirements of seciion



3307; and

(C) contain a statement to inform the
person receiving the requsst why the infor-
mation is being collected, how it is to be

used, and whether responses to the request
are voluntary, required to obtain a benefit,
or mandatory;

(4) designating as appropriate, in accord-
ance with section 3509, a collection agency to
obtain information for two or more agencies;

(5) setting goals for reduction of the bur-
dens of Federal information collection re-
quests;

(6) overseeing action on the recommenda-
tions of the Commission on Federal Paper-
work; and

(7) designing and operating, in accordance
with section 3511, the Federal Information
Locator System.,

(d) The statistical policy and coordination
functions of the Director shall include—

(1) developing long range plans for the im-
proved performance of Federal statistical ac-
tivities and programs;

(2) coordinating, through the review of
budget proposals and as otherwise provided in
this section, the functions of the Federal
Government with respect to gathering, inter-
preting, and disseminating statistics and sta-
tistical information:

(3) developing and implementing Govern-
ment-wide policies, principles, standards, and
guidelines concerning statistical collection
procedures and methods, statistical data clas-
sifications, and statistical information presen-
tation and dissemination; and

(4) evaluating statistical program perform-
ance and agency compliance with Govern-
ment-wide policies, principles, standards, and
guidelines.

(e) The records management functions of the

Director shall include—

(1) providing advice and assistance to the
Administrator of General Services in order to
promote coordination in the administration
of chapters 29, 31, and 33 of this title with
the information policies, principles, stand-
ards, and guidelines established under this
chapter;

(2) reviewing compliance by agencies with
the requirements of chapters 29, 31, and 33 of
this title and with regulations promulgated
by the Administrator of General Services
thereunder; and

(3) coordinating records management poli-
cies and programs with related information
programs such as information collection, sta-
tistics, automatic data processing and tele-
communications, and similar activities.

(f} The privacy functions of the Direcior
shall include—

(1) developing and implementing policies,
principles, standards, and guidelines on infor-
matich disclosure and confidentiality, and on
safeguarding ihe security of information col-
Jected or maintained by or on behalf of agen-
cies;

(2> providing agencies with wdvice and guid-
ance about information security, restriction,
exchange, ang disclosure; and

(3) monitoring compliance with section 552a
of title 5, United States Code, and related in-
formation management laws.

(g) The Federal automatic data processing
and telecommunications functions of the Direc-
tor shall include—

(1) developing and implementing policies,
principles, standards, and guidelines for auto-
matic data processing and telecommunica-
tions functions and activities of the Federal
Government, and overseeing the establish-
ment of standards under section 111(f) of the
Federal Property and Administrative Services
Act of 1949;

(2) monitoring the effectiveness of, and
compliance with, directives issued pursuant to
sections 110 and 111 of such Act of 1949 and
reviewing proposed determinations under sec-
tion 111(g) of such Act;

(3) providing advice and guidance on the ac-
quisition and use of automatic data process-
ing and telecommunications equipment, and
coordinating, through the review of budget
proposals and other methods, agency propos-
als for acquisition and use of such equipment,;

(4) promoting the use of automatic data
processing and telecommunications equip-
ment by the Federal Government to improve
the effectiveness of the use and dissemination
of data in the operation of Federal programs;
and

(5) initiating and reviewing proposals for
changes In legislation, regulations, and
agency procedures to improve automatic data
processing and telecommunications practices,
and informing the President and the Con-
gress of the progress made therein.

(h)(1) As soon as practicable, but no later
than publication of a notice of proposed rule-
making in the Federal Register, each agency
shall forward to the Director a copy of any pro-
posed rule which contains a collection of infor-
mation requirement and upon request, informa-
tion necessary to make the determination re-
quired pursuant to this section.

(2) Within sixty days after the notice of pro-
posed rulemaking is published in the Federal
Register, the Director may file public com-
ments pursuant to the standards set forth in
section 3508 on the collection of information re-
quirement contained in the proposed rule.

(3) When a final rule is published in the Fed-
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eral Register, the agency shall explain how any
collection of information requirement con-
tained in the final rule responds to the com-
ments, if any, filed by the Director or the
public, or explain why it rejected those com-
ments.

(4) The Director has no authority to disap-
prove any collection of information require-
ment specifically contained in an agency rule, if
he has received notice and failed to comment
on the rule within sixty days of the notice of
proposed rulemaking.

(5) Nothing in this section prevents the Direc-
tor, in his discretion—

(A) from disapproving any informaticn col-
lection request which was not specificaily re-
quirec by an agency rule;

(B) from disapproving any ccllection of in-
formation requirement contained in an
agency rule, if the agency failed to comply
with the requirements of paragraph (1) of
this subsection; or '

(C) from disapproving any collection of in-
formation requirement contained in a final
agency rule, if the Director finds within sixty
days of the publication of the final rule that
the agency’s response to his comments filed
pursuant to paragraph (2) of this subsection
was unreasonable.?

(D) from disapproving any collection of in-
formation requirement where the Director
determines that the agency has substantially
modified in the final rule the collection of in-
formation requirement contained in the pro-
posed rule where the agency has not given
the Director the information required in
paragraph (1), with respect to the modified
collection of information requirement, at
least sixty days before the issuance of the
final rule.

(6) The Director shall make publicly available
any decision to disapprove a collection of infor-
mation requirement contained in an agency
rule, together with the reasons for such deci-
sion.

(7) The authority of the Director under this
subsection is subject to the provisions of section
3507(c).

(8) This subsection shall apply only when an
agency publishes a notice of proposed rulemak-
ing and requests public comments.

(9) There shall be no judicial review of any
kind of the Director's decision to approve or
not to act upon a collection of information re-
quirement contained in an agency rule,

(Added Pub, L. 96-511, § 2(a), Dec. 11, 1980, 94
Stat. 2815.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 111 of the Federal Property and Administra-
tive Services Act of 1949, referred to In subsec, (g)(1)
and (2), Is classified to section 759 of Title 40, Public
Buildings, Property, and Works.

Section 110 of the Federal Property and Administra-
tive Services Act of 1949, referred to {n subsec. (g}(2),
is classified Lo section 757 of Title 40.

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 3504, Pub. L. 90-620, Oct. 22, 1988, 82
Stat. 1303, which provided for designatlon of a central
collection agency, was omitted in the general revision
of this chapter by section 2(a) of Pub. L. 86-511. See
section 3509 of this title.

Provisions similar to those comprlising this section
were contained in former section 3503 prior to the gen-
eral revision of this chapter by sectlon 2(a) of Pub. L.
96-511.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to In sectfon 3507 of this
title.

§ 3505. Assignment of tasks and deadlines

in carrying cut the functions under this
chapter, the Director shali—
(1) upon enactmert of this Act—

(A) set a goal to reduce the then existing
burden of Federal collections of informa-
tion by 15 per centum by October 1, 1982;
and

{B) for the year following, set a goal to
reduce the burden which existed upon en-
actment by an additional 10 per centum;

(2) within one year after the effective date
of this Act—

(A) establish standards and requirements
for agency audits of all major information
systems and assign responsibility for con-
ducting Government-wide or multiagency
audits, except the Director shall not assign
such responsibility for the audit of major
information systems used for the conduct of
criminal investigations or intelligence activi-
ties as defined in section 4-206 of Executive
Order 12036, issued January 24, 1978, or
successor orders, or for cryptologic activities
that are communications security activities;

(B) establish the Federal Information Lo-
cator System; R

(C) identify areas of duplication in infor-
mation collection requests and develop a
schedule and methods for eliminating dupli-
cation;

(D) develop a proposal to augment the
Federal Information Locator System to in-
clude data profiles of major information
holdings of agencies (used in the conduct of
their operations) which are not otherwise
required by this chapter to be included in
the System; and

(B) identify initiatives which may achieve
a 10 per centum reduction in the burden of
Federal collections of information associat-
ed with the administration of Federal grant

'So in original. The word “or" probably should not eppear.
‘So In orfginal. The period probably should be *; or™.



programs; and

(3) within two years after the effective date
of this Act— ‘

(A) establish a schedule and a manage-
ment control system to ensure that prac-
tices and programs of information handling
disciplines, including records management,
are appropriately integrated with the infor-
mation policies mandated by this chapter;

(B) identify initiatives to improve produc-

 tivity in Federal operations using informa-
tion processing technology;

(C) develop a program to (i) enforce Fed-
eral information processing standards, par-
ticularly software language standards, at all
Federal installations; and (ii) revitalize the
standards development program established
pursuant to section 759(f)(2) of title 40,
United States Code, separating it from pe-
ripheral technical assistance functions 'and
directing it to the most productive areas;

(D) complete action on recommendations
of the Commission on Federal Paperwork
by implementing, implementing with modi-
fication or rejecting such recommendations
including, where necessary, development of
legislation to implement such recommends-
tions;

(E) develop, in consultation with the Ad-
ministrator of General Services, a five-ye2ar
plan for mesting the automatic data proc-
essing and teleccmmunications needs of the

Federal Government in accordance with the
requirements of section 111 of the Federal
Property and Administrative Services Act of
1949 (40 U.S.C. 759) and the purposes of
this chapter; and

(F) submit to the President and the Con-
gress legislative proposals to remove incon-
sistencies in laws and practices involving
privacy, confidentiality, and disclosure of
information.

(Added Pub. L. 96-511, § 2(a), Dec. 11, 1980, 94
Stat. 2818.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Upon enactment of this Act and upon enactment, re-
ferred to in par. (1) and (1XB), means the date of en-
actment of Pub. L. 96-511, which was approved Dec.
11, 1980.

The effective date of this Act, referred to in pars. (2)
and (3), Is Apr. 1, 1981. See section 5 of Pub. L. 96-511,
set out as an Effective Date note under section 3501 of
this title.

Section 4-206 of Executive Order 120386, issued Janu-
ary 24, 1978, referred to in par. (2)(A), is section 4-206
of Ex. Ord. No. 12036, Jan. 24, 1978, 43 F.R. 3674,
which is set out as a note under section 401 of Tltle 50,
War and National Defense.

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 3505, Pub. L. 90-620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82
Stat. 1303, which prohibited independent collection by
an agency, was omitted in the general revision of this
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chapter by section 2(a) of Pub. L. 96-511. See section
3509 of this title,

§ 3506. Federal agency responsibilities

(a) Bach agency shall be responsible for car-
rying out its'information management activities
in an efficient, effective, and economical
manner, and for complying with the informa-
tion policies, principles, standards, and guide-
lines prescribed by the Director.

(b) The head of each agency shall designate,
within three months after the effective date of
this Act, a senior official or, in the case of mili-
tary departments, and the Office of the Secre-
tary of Defense, officials who report directly to
such agency head to carry out the responsibil-
ities of the agency under this chapter. If more
than one official is appointed for the military
departments the respective duties of the offi-
cials shall be clearly delineated.

(c¢) Bach agency shall—

(1) systematically inventory its major infor-
mation systems and periodically review its in-
formation management activities, including
planning, budgeting, organizing, directing,
training, promoting, controlling, and other
managerial activities involving the collection,
use, and dissemination of Information;

(2) ensure its information systems do not
overlap each other or duplicate the systems
of other agencies;

(3) develop procedures for assessing the pa-
perwork and reporting burden of proposed
legislation affecting such agency:

(4) assign to the official designated under
subsection (b) the responsibility for the con-
duct of and accountauility for any acguisi-
tions made pursuant to a delegation of au-
thority under seclion 111 of the Federal
Property and Administrative Services Act of
1949 (40 U.S.C. 759); and

(5) ensure that information collection re-
quests required by law or to obtain a benefit,
and submitted to nine or fewer persons, con-
tain a statement to inform the person receiv-
ing the request that the request is not subject
to the requirements of section 3507 of this
chapter.

(d) The head of each agency shall establish
such procedures as necessary to ensure the
compliance of the agency with the require-
ments of the Federal Information Locator
System, including necessary screening and com-
pliance activities.

(Added Pub. L. 96-511, § 2(a), Dec. 11, 1980, 94
Stat. 2819.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The effective date of this Act, referred to in subsec.
(b), Is Apr. 1, 1981. See section 5 of Pub, L. 96-511, set
out as an Effective Date note under section 3501 of
this title.



PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 3506, Pub. L. 90-620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82
Stat. 1303, which provided for determination of neces-
sity for information and hearing thereon, was omitted
in the general revislon of this chapter by section 2(a)
of Pub. L. 96-511. See section 3508 of this title.

SzcTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section Is referred to in sections 3507, 3513 of
this title,

§ 3507. Public information collection activities—sub-
mission to Director; approval and delegation

(a) An agency shall not conduct or sponsor
the collection of information unless, in advance
of the adoption or revision of the request for
collection of such information—

(1) the agency has taken actions, including
consultation with the Director, to—

(A) eliminate, through the use of the Fed-
eral Information Locator System and other
means, Information collections which seek
to obtain information avallable from an-
other source within the Federal Govern-
ment;

(B) reduce to the extent practicable and
appropriate the burden on persons who will
provide information to the agency; and

(C) formulate plans for tabulating the in-
formation in a manner which will enhance
its usefulness to other agencies and to the
public;

(2) the agency (A) has submitted to the Di-
rector the proposed information collection re-
guest, coples of pertinent regulations and
osther related materiais as the Director may
specify, and an explanation of actions taken
io carry out paragraph (1) of this subsection,
and (B) has prepared a notice to be published
in the Federal Register stating that the
agency has made such submission; and

(3) the Director has approved the proposed
information collection request, or the period
for review of information collection requests
by the Director provided under subsection (b)
has elapsed.

(b) The Director shall, within sixty days of
receipt of a proposed information collection re-
quest, notify the agency involved of the deci-
sion to approve or disapprove the request and
shall make such decisions publicly available, If
the Director determines that a request submit-
ted for review cannot be reviewed within sixty
days, the Director may, after notice to the
agency involved, extend the review period for
an additional thirty days. If the Director does
not notify the agency of an extension, denial,
or approval within sixty days (or, if the Direc-
tor has extended the review period for an addi-
tional thirty days and does not notify the
agency of a denial or approval within the time
of the extension), a control number shall be as-
signed without further delay, the approval may

be inferred, and the agency may collect the in-
formation for not more than one year.

(¢) Any disapproval by the Director, in whole
or in part, of a proposed information collection
request of an independent regulatory agency,
or an exercise of authority under section
3504(h) or 3509 concerning such an agency,
may be volded, if the agency by a majority vote
of its members overrides the Director’s disap-
proval or exercise of authority.. The agency
shall certify each override to the Director, shall
explain the reasons for exercising the override
authority. Where the override concerns an in-
formation collection request, the Director shall
without further delay assign a control number
to such request, and such override shall be valid
for a period of three years.

(d) The Director may not approve an infor-
mation collection request for a period in excess
of three years.

(e) If the Director finds that a senior official
of an agency designated pursuant to section
3506(b) is sufficiently independent of program
responsibility to evaluate fairly: whether pro-
posed information collection requests should be
approved and has sufficient resources to carry
out this responsibility effectively, the Director
may, by rule in accordance with the notice and
comment provisions of chapter 5 of title 5.
United States Code, delegate to such official
the authority to approve proposed requests in
specific program areas, for specific purposes, or
for all agency purposes, A delegation by the Di-
rector under this section shall not preclude the
Director from reviewing individual information
collection requests if the Director determines
that circumstances warrant such a review. The
Director shall retain authority to revoke such
delegations, both in general and with regard to
any specific matter. In acting for the Director,
any official to whom approval authority has
been delegated under this section shall comply
fully with the rules and regulations promulgat-
ed by the Director.

(f) An agency shall not engage in a collection
of information without obtaining from the Di-
rector a control number to be displayed upon
the information collection request.

(g) If an agency head determines a collection
of information (1) is needed prior to the expira-
tion of the sixty-day period for the review of in-
formation collection requests established pursu-
ant to subsection (k), (%) is essential to the mis-
sicn ¢f the agency, and (3) the agency cannot
reasonably comply with the provisions of this
chapter within such sixty-day period because
(A) public harm will result if normal clearance
procedures are followed, or (B) an unanticipat-
ed event has occurred and the use of normal
clearance procedures will prevent or disrupt the
collection of information related to the event or
will cause a statutory deadline to be missed, the
agency head may request the Director to au-
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thorize such collection of information prior to
expiration of such sixty-day period. The Direc-
tor shall approve or disapprove any such au-
thorization request within the time requested
by the agency head and, if approved, shall
assign the information collection request a con-
trol number. Any collection of information con-
ducted pursuant to this subsection may be con-
ducted without compliance with the provisions
of this chapter for a maximum of ninety days
after the date on which the Director received
the request to authorize such collection.

(Added Pub. L. 96-511, § 2(a), Dec. 11, 1980, 94
Stat. 2819.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 3507, Pub. L. 90-620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82
Stat. 1304, which provided for cooperation of agencies
in making information available, was omitted in the
general revision of this chapter by section 2¢a) of Pub,
L. 96-511. See section 3510(a) of this title.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in sections 3504, 3506,
3509, 3514 of this title; title 20 section 1221-3; title 42
section 242k,

§3508. Determination of necessity for information;
hearing

Before approving a proposed information col-
lection request, the Director shall determine
whether the collection of information by an
agency is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have practical
utility. Before making a determination the Di-
rector may give the agency and other interested
persons an opportunity to be heard or to
submit statements in writing. To the extent, if
any, that the Director determines that the col-
lection of information by an agency is unneces-
sary, for any reason, the agency may not
engage in the collection of the information.

(Added Pub. L. 96-511, § 2(a), Dec. 11, 1980, 94
Stat. 2821.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 3508, Pub, L. 90-620, Oct, 22, 1968, 82
Stat, 1304, which related to untawful disclosure of in-
formation, penalties, and release of information to
other agencies, was omitted in the general revision of
this chapter by section 2(a) of Pub. L. 96-511. See sec-
tion 3510(b) of this title,

Provisions similar to those comprising this section
were contained in fcrmer section 3506 prior to ti= gen-
eral revision of this chapter by section 2(a) of Pub. L.
96-511.

SzericN REFERRED TO IN CTHER SECTIONS

This section !s referred to in section 3594 of this
titie.

§ a0, Designation of central collection agency

The Director may designate a central collec-
tion agency to obtain information for two or
more agencies if the Director determines that
the needs of such agencies for information will
be adequately served by a single collection
agency, and such sharing of data is not incon-
sistent with any applicable law. In such cases
the Director shall prescribe (with reference to
the collection of information) the duties and
functions of the collection agency so designated
and of the agencies for which it is to act as
agent (including reimbursement for costs).
While the designation is in effect, an agency
covered by it may not obtain for itself informa-
tion which it is the duty of the collection
agency to obtain. The Director may modify the
designation from time to time as circumstances
require. The authority herein is subject to the
provisions of section 3507(c) of this chapter.

(Added Pub. L. 96-511, § 2(a), Dec. 11, 1980, 94
Stat. 2821.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 3509, Pub. L. 90-620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82
Stat, 1304, which related to plans or forms for collect-
ing information, submission to Director, and his ap-
proval, was omitted in the general revision of this
chapter by section 2(a) of Pub. L. 96-511,

Provisions similar to those comprising this section
were contained in former sections.3504 and 3505 prior
to the general revision of this chapter by section 2(a)
of Pub. L. 96-511.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in sections 3504, 3507 of
this title; title 42 section 242k.

§ 3510. Cooperation of agencies in making informa-
tion availahle

(a) The Director may direct an agency to
make available to another agency, or an agency
may make available to another agency, infor-
mation obtained pursuant to an information
collection request if the disclosure {s not incon-
sistent with any applicable law.

(b) If information obtained by an agency is
released by that agency to another agency, all
the provisions of law (including penalties which
relate to the unlawful disclosure of informa-
tion) apply to the officers and employees of the
agency to which information is released to the
same extent and in the same manner as the
provisions apply to the officers and employees
of the agency which originally obtained the in-
formation. The officers and employees of the
agency to which the information is released, in
addition, shall be subject to the same provisions
of law, including penalties, relating to the un-
lawful disclosure of information as if the infer-
mation had been collected direetly by tnai
agensy.
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(Added Pub. L. 96-511, § 2(a), Dec. 11, 1980, 94
Stat. 2822.)

Prior PRoVISICNS

A prlor section 3510, Pub. L. 95-620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82
Stat, 1305, which autherized promulgaticn of rules
and regulations, was omitted in the genersl revisicn of
this chapter by section z(a) of Pub. L. 96-511. See sec-
tion 3516 of this title.

Provisions similar to those comprising this section
were contained in prior sections 3507 and 3508¢a) prior
to the general revision of this chapter by section 2(a)
of Pub. L, 96-511,

§ 3511. Establishment and operation of Federal Infor-
mation Locator System

(a) There is established in the Office of Infor-
mation and Regulatory Affairs a Federal Infor-
mation Locator System (hereafter in this sec-
tion referred to as the "“System") which shall
be composed of a directory of information re-
sources, a data element dictionary, and an in-
formation referral service. The System shall
serve as the authoritative register of all infor-
mation collection requests.

(b) In designing and operating the System,
the Director shall—

(1) design and operate an indexing system
for the System,;

(2) require the head of each agency to pre-
pare in a form specified by the Director, and
to submit to the Director for inclusion in the
System, a data profile for each information
collection request of such agency;

(3) compare data profiles for proposed in-
formation collection requests against existing
profiles in the System, and make available
the results of such comparison to—

(A) agency officials who are planning new
information collection activities; and

(B) on request, members of the general
public; and

(4) ensure that no actual data, except de-
scriptive data profiles necessary to identify
duplicative data or to locate information, are
contained within the System.

(Added Pub. L. 96-511, § 2(a), Dec. 11, 1980, 94
Stat. 2822.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 3511, Pub, L. 90-620, Oct. 22, 1068, 82
Stat. 1305, which provided for penalty for fallure to
furnish information, was omitted in the general revi-
slon of this chapter by section 2(a) of Pub. L. 96-511.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS
This section 1s referred to in section 3504 of this
title.

§ 3512. Public protection

Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
no person shall be subject to any penalty for
failing to maintain or provide information to
any agency if the information collection re-

quest Involved was made after December 31,
1981, and does not display a current control
number assigned by the Director, or fails to
state that such request is not subject to this
chapter.

(Added Pub, L. 86-511, § 2(a), Dec. 11, 1980, 94
Stat. 2822.)

PrRiorR PROVISIONS

A prlor section 3512, sdaded Pub, L. 93-153, titie IV,
§ 40¢(b), Nov. 16, 1973, 87 Stat. £33, which related to
information for independent regulatory agencies, was
cmitted in the general revision of this chapter by sec-
tion 2¢a) of Pub, L. 96-511.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in title 15 section 57b-2.

§ 3513. Director review of ngency activities; reporting:
agency response

(a) The Director shall, with the advice and as-
sistance of the Administrator of General Serv-
ices, selectively review, at least once every three
years, the information management activities
of each agency to ascertain their adequacy and
efficiency, In evaluating the adequacy and effi-
ciency of such activities, the Director shall pay
particular attention to whether the agency has
complied with section 35086.

(b) The Director shall report the results of
the reviews to the appropriate agency head, the
House Committee on Government Operations,
the Senate Committee on Governmental Af-
fairs, the House and Senate Committees on Ap-
propriations, and the committees of the Con-
gress having jurisdiction over legislation relat-
ing to the operations of the agency involved.

(c) Each agency which receives a report pur-
suant to subsection (b) shall, within sixty days
after receipt of such report, prepare and trans-
mit to the Director, the House Committee on
Government Operations, the Senate Committee
on Governmental Affairs, the House and
Senate Committees on Appropriations, and the
committees of the Congress having jurisdiction
over legislation relating to the operations of
the agency, a written statement responding to
the Director’s report, including a description of
any measures taken to alleviate or remove any
problems or deficiencies identified in such
report.

(Added Pub. L. 96-511, § 2(a), Dec. 11, 1980, 94
Stat. 2822.)

§ 3514, Responsiveness to Congress

(a) The Director shall keep the Congress and
its committees fully and currently informed of
the major activities under this chapter, and
shall submit a report thereon to the President
of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives annually and at such other
times as the Director determines necessary.



The Director shall include in any such report—

(1) proposals for legislative action needed to
improve Federal information management,
including, with respect to information collec-
tion, recommendations to reduce the burden
on individuals, small businesses, State and
local governments, and other persons;

(2) a compilation of legislative impediments
to the collection of information which the Di-
rector concludes that an agency needs but
does not have authority to collect;

(3) an analysis by agency, and by categories
the Director finds useful and practicable, de-
scribing the estimated reporting hours re-
guired of persons by information collection
requests, including to the extent practicable
the direct budgetary costs 2f the agencies and
identification of statutes and regulations
which impose the greatest number of report-
ing hours;

(4) a summary of accomplishments and
planned initiatives to reduce burdens of IPed-
eral information collection requests;

(5) a tabulation of areas of duplication in
agency information collection requesls identi-
fied during the preceding year and ciforts
made to preclude the collection of duplicatle
information, including designations of central
collection agencies;

(6) a list of each instance in which an
agency engaged in the collection of informa-
tion under the authority of section 3507(g)
and an identification of each agency involved;

(7) a list of all violations of provisions of
this chapter and rules, regulations, guide-
lines, policies, and procedures issued pursuant
to this chapter; and

(8) with respect to recommendations of the
Commission on Federal Paperwork—

(A) a description of the specific actions
taken on or planned for each recommenda-
tion;

(B) a target date for implementing each
recommendation accepted but not imple-
mented; and

(C) an explanation of the reasons for any
delay in completing action on such recom-
mendations,

(b) The preparation of any report required by
this section shall not increase the collection of
information burden on persons outside the Fed-
eral Government.

(Added Pub. L. 96-511, § 2(a), Dec. 11, 1980, 94
Stat. 2823.)

§ 3515. Administrative powers

Upon the request of the Director, each
agency (other than an independent regulatory
agency) shall, to the extent practicable, make
its services, personnel, and facilities available to
the Director for the performance of functions
under this chapter.

(Added Pub. L. 96-511, § 2(a), Dec. 11, 1980, 94
Stat. 2824.)

§ 1516, Rules and regulations

The Director shall promulgate rules, regula-
tions, or procedures necessary to exercise the
authority provided by this chapter.

(Added Pub, L, 96-511, § 2(a), Dec. 11, 1980, 94
Stat. 2824.)

PrIOR PROVISIONS

Provisions similar to those comprising this section
were contained in former section 3510 prior to the gen-
eral revision of this chapter by section 2(a) of Pub. L.
96-511,

§3517. Consultation with other agencies and the
public

In development of information policies, plans,
rules, regulations, procedures, and guidelines
and in reviewing information collection re-
guests, the Director shall provide interested
agencies and persons early and meaningful op-
portunity to comment.

(Added Pub. L. 96-511, § 2(a), Dec. 11, 1980, 94
Stat. 2824.>

§ 3518. Effect on existing laws and regulations

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this chap-
ter, the authority of an agency under any other
law to prescribe policies, rules, regulations, and
procedures for Federal information activities is
subject to the authority conferred on the Direc-
tor by this chapter.

(b) Nothing in this chapter shall be deemed
to affect or reduce the authority of the Secre-
tary of Commerce or the Director of the Office
of Management and Budget pursuant to Reor-
ganization Plan No. 1 of 1977 (as amended) and
Executive order, relating to telecommunica-
tions and information policy, procurement and
management of telecommunications and infor-
mation systems, spectrum use, and related mat-
ters.

(c)(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2),
this chapter does not apply to the collection of
information—

(A) during the conduct of a Federal crimi-
nal investigation or prosecution, or during the
disposition of a particular criminal matter;

(B) during the conduct of (i) a civil action
to which the United States or any official or
agency thereof is a party or (ii) an adminis-
trative action or investigation involving an
agency against specific individuals or entities;

(C) by compulsory process pursuant to the
Antitrust Civil Process Act and section 13 of
the Federal Trade Commission Improvements
Act of 1980; or

(D) during the conduct of intelligence activ-
ities as defined in section 4-206 of Executive
Order 12036, issued January 24, 1978, or suc-



cessor orders, or during the conduct of cryp-
tologic activities that are communications se-
curity activities.

(2) This chapter applies to the collection of
information during the conduct of general in-
vestigations (other than information collected
in an antitrust investigation to the extent pro-
vided in subparagraph (C) of paragraph (1)) un-
dertaken with reference to a category of Indl-
viduals or entities such as a class of licensees or
an entire industry.

(d) Nothing in this chapter shall be interpret-
ed as increasing or decreasing the authority
conferred by Public Law 89-306 on the Admin-
istrator of the General Services Administration,
the Secretary of Commerce, or the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget.

(e) Nothing in this chapter shall be interpret-
ed as increasing or decreasing the authority of
the President, the Office of Management and
Budget or the Director thereof, under the laws
of the United States, with respect to the sub-
stantive policies and programs of departments,
agencies and offlces, Including the substantive

authority of any Federal agency to enforce the
~ civil rights laws.

(Added Pub. L. §6-511, § 2(a), Dec. 11, 1980, 94
Stat. 2824.) '

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Reorganization Plan No. 1 of 1877, reierred to in
subsec. (b), is set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Cov-
ernment Organization and Employees.

Executlve order, referred to in subsec. (b), probably
means Ex. Ord. No. 12046, Mar. 27, 1978, 43 F.R.
13349, which is set out under section 305 of Title 47,
Telegraphs, Telephones, and Radiotelegraphs.

The Antitrust Civil Process Act, referred to in
subsec. (¢)(1XC), is Pub, L, 87-664, Septl. 19, 1962, 76
Stat, 548, as amended, which is classified generally to
chapter 34 (§ 1311 et seq.) of Title 15, Commerce and
Trade. For complete classification of that Act to the
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 1311
of Title 15 and Tables.

Section 13 of the Federal Trade Commission Im-
provements Act of 1980, referred to in subsec.
(eX1)(C), is classified to section 57b-1 of Title 15, Com-

merce and Trade,

Section 4-206 of Executive Order 12036, issued Janu-
ary 24, 1978, referred to in subsec. (c)}(1XD), is section
4-206 of Ex. Ord. No. 12036, Jan. 24, 1978, 43 F.R.
3674, which is set out as a note under section 401 of
Title 50, War and National Defense.

Pub, L. 89-306, referred to in subsec. (d), is Pub, L.
89-306, Oct. 30, 1965, 79 Stat. 1127, which enacted sec-
tion 759 of Title 40, Public Buildings, Property, and
Works. :

The civil rights laws, referred to in subsec. (e), are
classified generally to chapter 21 (§ 1981 et seq.) of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare.

§ 3519, Access to information

Under the conditions and procedures pre-
scribed in section 716 of title 31, the Director
and personnel in the Office of Information and
Regulatory Affairs shall furnish such informa-
tion as the Comptroller General may require
for the discharge of his responsibilities. For
this purpose, the Comptroller General or repre-
sentatives thereof shall have access to all
books, documents, papers and records of the
Office.

(Added Pub, L. 96-511, § 2(a), Dec. 11, 1980, 94
Stat. 2825, and amended Pub. L. 97-258,
§ 3(m)(3), Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat. 1066.)

AMENDMENTS

1982—Pub, L. 97-258 substituted ‘'section 716 of title
31" for “section 313 of the Budget and Accounting Act
of 1921, as amended”.

§ 3520. Authorization of approprlailons

There are hereby authorized to be appropri-
ated to carry out the provisions of this chapter,
and for no other purpose, sums—

(1) not to exceed $8,000,000 for the fiscal

year ending September 30, 1981;

(2) not to exceed $8,500,000 for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 1982; and

(3) not to exceed $9,000,000 for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 1983.

(Added Pub. L. 96-511, § 2(a), Dec. 11, 1980, 94
Stat, 2825.)
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