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[0r & © & ] One thing we all have in common is the capacity to create language, and it is language that connects
us to one another. At the same time, however, language divides us, distinguishes us. Because of language’s ability
to both connect and divide, it is important to understand how it is utilized within our own culture so that we can

use it effectively to not only express and shape our own identities but to better connect to the world around us.
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[0 & 2 &) While language learning naturally involves grammatical mastery and vocabulary acquisition, that is
only half the story. Oral Interpretation, similar to acting, gets at the emotional/intentional aspect of language,
never losing sight of the motivations for speech acts and the need to create rapport between speakers and

listeners. This is a vital, though often overlooked, component of language education.
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