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along two orthogonal dimensions of insecurity: avoidance and anxiety.  

-

revision in face of ongoing or new relationships and attachment-related life events. However, some studies show that despite 

temporary variations, there seems to be an underlying enduring construct in the AS, which is called the prototype hypothesis. 

As proposed by this, current working models may be revised across the life span by deviating attachment-relevant 

experiences, whereas the prototype working models developed during early childhood continue to exist as stable core and 

shape attachment patterns througho

behavior and thereby recreating interpersonal experiences. Hence, even after a shift in AS security due to intense 

experiences, it might gravitate back to a robust prototype value. Recent longitudinal research reveals that a wide array of 

life events seems to lead to changes in attachment, but whether these changes are enduring is depending on how positive or 

negative the events are construed. 

 

 

 

 
Agreement coefficients 

In behavioral and social sciences, the biomedical field and engineering, it is frequently required that multiple units (e.g. 

individuals, objects) are classified by an observer into several nominal (unordered) categories. Examples are the classification 

of behavior of children, the coding of arithmetic strategies used by pupils in math class, psychiatric diagnosis of patients, or 

the classification of production faults. Because there is often no golden standard, the reproducibility of the classifications is 

usually taken as an indicator of the quality of the category definitions and the ability of the observer to apply them. To assess 

reproducibility, it is common practice to let two observers independently classify the same units. Reproducibility is then 

assessed by quantifying agreement between the two observers. 

In the literature, various coefficients have been proposed that can be used to quantify agreement between two observers 

on a nominal scale. The most commonly used coefficient is Cohen's kappa. An alternative to kappa is coefficient B proposed 

by Bangdiwala. Coefficient B can be derived from a graphical representation called the agreement chart. It is defined as the 

ratio of the sum of areas of squares of perfect agreement to the sum of areas of rectangles of marginal totals of the agreement 

chart. 


