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In November 2023, Professor Birtles attended the Integrating Content and
Language in Higher Education (ICLHE) Association Symposium 2023 at
the University of Vienna, Austria. The association brings together teaching
professionals from across the globe to share research on the specific
challenges facing those teaching and working in departments and programs
which use English as the medium of instruction (where content subject
classes are taught in English).

At the symposium, Professor Birtles presented his paper “English-medium
Instruction for Sale: The Multimodal Discourse of Self Perception on
Japanese Liberal Arts Faculty Websites” to the plenum. The study
investigates self-perception on the websites of three well-established
English-language liberal arts faculties in Japan. The majority of studies
comparing Japanese programmes centre on the two key higher education
stakeholders: instructors and students. However, professor Birtles’ study is
unique as it examines the institution and considers the language with which
Japanese departments present themselves and sell the prospect of an all-
English degree programme to other stakeholders via their websites. The
study employs a three-dimensional discourse analysis model to help
uncover the key themes present in the discourse and tease out the ingrained
ideological standpoints. As the government’s Top Global University
Project (TGUP) draws to a close, this timely study will help Japanese
universities reflect on the aims and objectives of their English-language
programs.

The paper was well-received at the symposium, being voted the best
paper presented by an overseas academic, winning the 2023 Travel
Award. The paper has subsequently been accepted to the Q1 journal
Discourse and Communication, due to be published in January 2025.




