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. THE UNIVERSITY E-learning and Digital Cultures
* of EDINBURGH by Jeremy Knox, Sian Bayne, Dr Jen Ross, Dr Christine Sinclair, Dr Hamish A. Macleod

Popular cultures

Welcome to E-Learning and ' x g
Digital Cultures Film 1: Bendito Machine Il (6:35)

Benditc

EDCMOOC Basics - what,
where, how and when?

Discussion Forums

Course Guides

EDC MOOC News

Watch on YouTube Watch on YouTube
BLOCK 1
This animated film tells the story of technological Inbox is a quirky representation of the ways in which web-
Utopias and Dystopias development in terms of ritual and worship - the characters in  based technology connects people, the limitations of those
the film treat each new technology as god-like, appearing connections, and the nature of communication in a mediated
Week 1: Looking to the past from the sky and causing the immediate substitution of the world. Depending on how you interpret the relationship
technology before it. What is this film suggesting are the between the two main characters, and the ending, you might
Week 1 Resources ecological and social implications of an obsession or fixation argue that this is a utopian account, or a dystopian one -
on technology? Do the film's characters have any choice in what do you think, and why?

Week 2: Looking to the

relation to their technologies? What are the characteristics of
future

various technologies as portrayed in this film?

Week 2 Resources

Film 3: Thursday (7:34) Film 4: New Media (2:21)

Week 2 Responses LR

BLOCK 2
Being Human

Week 3: Reasserting the

human
Week 3 Resources Watch on YouTube Watch on Vimeo
5 i Thursday depicts a tension between a natural world and a
Weel'd: Redefiningthe oo A very short, very grim representation of the effects of
human technological world, with humans caught between the two.
What message is the film presenting about technology? What technology on humanity. There are definite visual echoes of
Week 4 Resources losses and i ns are desc?be(i? Wio or what has * gyenc 'in “BenaloiMachimelllihs - BTkt difierences
this film? as ’ ki egeneyl can you identify between the two films?

FINAL ASSESSMENT

Finally: There are many utopian and dystopian stories about technology told in popular films from Metropolis to the Matrix. Can

Westynn nead ko do you think of an example and describe or share it in the discussion board, on your blog, or on Twitter?

How to give feedback
T Ideas and interpretations
assignments
Core
Chandler, D. (2002). Technological determinism. Web essay, Media and C; icati Studies, ity of
OTHER STUFF
Aberystwyth. Download as PDF.
Please note that this reading is a web essay, but people have been experiencing access problems, so we are providing it as a
Join a Meetup @ ( 9 Y peop P 9 P P 9

PDF. An alternative, web-based version is available via the Wayback Machine.)

88 ;. J. Knox et al: E-learning and Digital Cultures, COURSERA, available from
< http://w4.cms.k.hosei.ac.jp/video/index.php?flv=misc/FD/HAL_2013a >(accessed 2013-10-8)
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fostering individuals
who can powerfully act with individually independent
characters,
and thus make great contributions to society
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