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GIS Mission and Vision Statements

Mission and Vision

In contributing to Hosei University’s 2030 vision to foster independent and involved
citizens, contribute to the advancement of knowledge and help address the problems
confronting the world in the 21st century, the department of Global and
Interdisciplinary Studies endeavours to strengthen its place in Japan as a leading
provider of university-level English education.

Mission Statement

Having delivered a top-class, all-English education in the heart of Tokyo since 2008,
GIS is firmly committed to nurturing the next generation of high-calibre graduates.
Immersion in an interactive learning environment enables students to develop and
enhance their problem-solving and leadership skills by studying within a diverse and
supportive student community. The number of GIS graduates currently employed, along
with those who have sought to further their education at a range of prestigious
organisations in Japan and overseas is evidence of the effectiveness of our wide-ranging
curriculum. In providing students with the breadth and depth of knowledge they will
need to help engage with the many and varied problems facing humanity at the local,
regional and global levels, we strive to ensure that each can become a valuable member
of the global community.

Vision Statement
GIS aspires to set the standard for liberal arts education in 21st century Japan. We are
committed to cultivating students who will not shy away from the challenges they will
face. Our graduates will use the skills learned during their university years to help
tackle some of the many challenges facing the nation, finding ways to enhance well-
being. Through collaborative partnerships with various stakeholders, GIS also aspires
to be a trusted and respected member of society at the community, national and global
level. GIS will:
+ Reinforce our position as one of the leading faculties in Japan of a high quality, all-
English liberal arts education.
+ Utilise new and existing relationships with responsibly-minded organisations to add
value to our programs, our teaching and our research output.
+ Enhance the prospects of our graduates by providing them with both a top-tier
education, and the opportunity to contribute to society through what they learned
during overseas study, volunteer programs and internships.
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GIS Education Objectives

GIS is committed to nurturing the next generation of graduates as global leaders who
can positively embrace their role as members of a global society, and contribute to
solving the many challenges faced by the world. To continue to cultivate “practical
wisdom” to address various issues in the contemporary society — where social life,
environment, culture are inextricably connected — it is essential to: develop the ability
to identify and solve problems, to have the ability to acquire and utilize a broad
education with specialist knowledge, to approach issues with a flexible mindset, to have
both respect and understanding for different cultures and multicultural societies, and
to have top-class English language proficiency.

Through our small-class environment in GIS, we aim to develop ambitious graduates
who can work at the forefront of the international community, by combining the
abilities, knowledge and moral values that they acquire from a liberal arts and
interdisciplinary education taught completely in English.
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Students who have acquired enough credits, and met the learning outcomes outlined
below, will be conferred with a Bachelor (GIS Liberal Arts) degree:
1.Problem solving skills
Having a critical ability to identify problems in everyday life, make unbiased
judgements, and adopt an analytical perspective that transcends conventions and
narrow disciplinary confines to arrive at solutions for the problems.

2.Ability to put academic knowledge into practice

Having a deep and knowledgeable understanding of the most topical issues facing the
world today, and being able to apply this effectively to a range of issues drawn from
various contexts.

3.Understanding of diverse and different cultures

Having up-to-date and precise understanding of nations, regions and communities with
diverse race/ethnicity, language, values and social systems, and showing respect for
their different cultures.

4. English communication skills

Having an excellent command of the English language, being able to grasp the fine
points of any argument and actively and effectively contribute to discussions and
debates.
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The following curriculum has been developed based on a liberal arts education in
order to foster students with a high awareness of the need to contribute to global
society and leadership, and to equip them with the abilities, knowledge, and moral
values to succeed in that society.

1. Broad liberal arts education

Students can acquire a broad liberal arts education, develop the ability to identify and
solve problems, as well as critical and ethical judgment, and enhance their awareness
of different cultures and multicultural societies, by taking courses across various
disciplines from different academaic fields.

2. Interdisciplinary education and specialized knowledge

Students build a foundation in interdisciplinary education by completing a balanced
number of courses from a diverse range of disciplines. They focus on the fields they are
interested in, complete comprehensive courses from a range of disciplines, and
cultivate an interdisciplinary perspective that goes beyond the framework of existing
fields. In years 3 and 4, they develop specialized knowledge in their chosen field of
study through seminars and advanced courses, and acquire the ability to apply basic
knowledge to specific challenges.

3. Small classes
All courses are organized into small classes so that students develop flexible and
critical thinking through interactive learning, such as presentations and discussions.

4. Education in diversity.

Students learn about diversity in many of their classes, while being placed within a
university community which itself is formed of faculty staff and students who come
from a range of backgrounds. By actually experiencing diversity, they learn to respect
diverse and different cultures and viewpoints, to personally develop a flexible mindset
which is free from prejudice, and they deepen their understanding of different people.

5. English education

Students in the first year take English skills courses to enable them to read and write
academic essays, and construct opinions logically in English. All courses are taught in
English throughout the 4 years of the degree program, which allows students to attain
an advanced level of English proficiency.
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Candidates who meet the following can gain admission to GIS:

1. Have the basic academic ability for adequately completing the curriculum of the
Faculty.

2. Can think flexibly and logically, without being restricted by narrow views.

3. Have an adequate understanding of the Faculty philosophy and educational
objectives.

4. Are motivated to devote themselves to continued and active studies and have
acquired such study habits.

5. Have sufficient English language proficiency for keeping up with classes taught
entirely in English.
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