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Emergent Effect of the 'Wood Start' by Collaboration between

Distant Local Communities.
A Neo-Endogenous Perspective on Sustainability and Local Revitalization
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Abstract

Contemporary Japanese Society is facing a declining population. The sustainability of the local
community is becoming a universal problem. In recent years, new possibilities of urban rural exchanges,
through the "Collaboration between Distant Local Communities” based on ties through local resources,
have been drawing attention in depopulated rural village. In this paper, first, theoretical trend of Neo-
Endogenous Development which actively grasp the interaction between internal and external capabilities is
considered. Second, a case study of the "Wood Start", a kind of the Mokuiku (wood education), utilizing the
historical ties between Shinjuku Ward, Tokyo, and Ina City, Nagano, since the Edo era. In 2011, Shinjuku
Ward declared to start the "Wood Start”. Since then, more than 2000 wooden toys a year are produced by
6 woodworking craftsmen in Ina City and are gifted to newborns in Shinjuku Ward. It became clear that
this project not only supports the management base of woodworking craft industry in Ina City but also
creates an emergent effect such as a new collaboration of woodworking craftsmen. The "Wood Start" by
collaboration between distant local communities, there is a possibility that it will lead to local revitalization
based on the strengths and weaknesses of both urban and rural area. However, the issue of rebuilding
"social technology of local resource management’, such as regeneration of small, local wood market,
emerges.

Keywords: Neo-Endogenous Development, Collaboration between Distant Local Communities, Mokuiku

(wood education), Wood Start
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