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Bridging Social Fragmentation through “Community Editing”:
A Theoretical Examination of Interaction Rituals and Relational Energy

Abstract

This study addresses the deepening social
fragmentation between long-term residents and
“outsiders” (yosomono) in Japanese regional
communities. While conventional “Knowledge
Broker” theories address information asymmetry,
they often fail to resolve deep-seated emotional
severances. We propose a novel theoretical
framework, “Community Editing,” arguing that the
reconstruction of social capital requires not merely
the transfer of knowledge, but the generation of
“Relational Energy” (Owens et al., 2016). Drawing
on Collins’ (1993) theory of Interaction Ritual
Chains, we conceptualize Community Editing as
a dual process: (1) Information Editing, which
converts latent resources into explicit shared foci to
capture mutual attention; and (2) Relational Editing,
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where collaborative interaction synchronizes
emotional rhythms and generates the emotional
energy (EE) necessary to bridge structural holes.
Through case studies of the “Village Textbook” in
Kyoto and multicultural projects in the Shibazono
Housing Complex, we demonstrate how community
editors function as “Energizers” who transform
friction into solidarity. The findings suggest that
sustainable regeneration depends on designing
interaction rituals that replenish the community’s
collective energy, reframing regional innovation as
a dynamic process of social care.

Keywords: Community Editing, Interaction Ritual
Chains, Relational Energy, Knowledge
Broker, Social Capital, Energizer
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