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Research on transformation of citizen participation
in the city planning

—Based on the actual situation of citizen activities and
the basic environmental plan of Hino City

s T

Hiroko Nagano

Abstract

The purpose of this research is to clarify the transformation of citizen participation in the city
planning of Hino City, based on the actual situation of the basic environmental plan that was formulated by
citizen participation and citizen activities that began in the 1970s. The method to achieve that purpose is
based on the analysis of the evaluation of the citizens and researchers, the journals published by the citizen
groups, the basic environmental plan, as well as the analysis of the questionnaires and hearings conducted
on the citizens, and participant observation of the citizen activity.

There are four citizen activities that are opportunities to enhance the quality of citizen participation
in Hino City. Currently, "collaboration” is being promoted. However, in plan formulation, there were changes
between the first planning and the second planning in (1) the formulation method, (2) the positioning of
the plan, (3) the promotion system, and (4) the scope of the plan. Initially, it was a the plan formulation
by citizen participation which had great expectation from the citizens, but with the replacement of
the participants and such, the interest in citizen planning and citizen participation diminished as the
participants were not able to perceive any effectiveness.

While the interest in 'citizen participation” is diminishing, and further decline is of concern, the
administration is enthusiastically promoting "collaboration", targeting citizens. It is necessary to have a place
of discussion on "citizen participation" again, recognizing the issues in "participation" and "collaboration".
The basic environmental plan had a problem of execution.

Therefore, this paper considered the two factors of that problem -(1) the discrepancy between
the citizen perception and the administrative perception of the plan; (2) the relationship between the
basic environmental plan and the individual environmental plan. Based on these consideration, this paper
proposed the state of the new basic environmental plan.

Keywords: citizen participation, collaboration, citizen activity, city planning environmental basic plan
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