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(INTRODUCTION .Chapter 1
On the
science.Mental Philosophy,what,-What is mental

Nature and importance of mental
Philosophy, as distinguished from other branches of
science?Philosophy,in the wide sence usually given
it,denoten the investigation and expianstion of the
causes of things;it seeks to discover,and scientifically
to state,the general laws both of master and mind;its
object is to ascertain facts,and their reiation to each
other.

(Mental Philosophy has for its object to ascertain the
facts and laws of mental operation))
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(Metaphysics, what.-Of the two grand departments
of human knowledge-the science of matter and the
science of mind--the former, comprising whatever
relates to material phenomena,

the science of nature, is known under the eneral
name of Physics, the latter, the science of mind,
often designated by the corresponding term, neither
very correct nor very fortunate, Metaphysics. )
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[Summary
1. The Conscious Life of every individual Man
essentially consists in an action and reaction
between his Mind and all that is outside it,—the Ego
and the Non-Ego. But this action and re-action
cannot take place, in his present stage of existence,
without the intervention of a Material Instrument;

whose function it is to bridge over the hiatus between



the individual Consciousness and the external World,
and thus to bring them into mutual communication.

And it is the object of this Treatise to take up and
extend the inquiry into the action of Body upon Mind,
as well as of Mind upon Body, on the basis of our
existing knowledge;
so as to elucidate, as far as may be at present
possible,the working of that Physiological Mechanism
which takes a most important share in our Psychical
operations; and thus to distinguish what may be called
the automatic activity of the Mind, from that which is
under volitional direction and control.]
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