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This course develops students’ understanding of
intercultural communication competence (ICC),
connecting ICC theory, education, and research with
equity, diversity, and inclusion (EDI). First, students will
compare ICC models, analyse communication problems
and barriers to inclusion, and develop basic research
skills. Second, they will investigate intercultural issues
and design ICC learning activities, justifying their choices
through theory and evidence. Finally, they will integrate
their learning in a research project. By the end of the
course, students will be able to connect theory with
evidence, critically reflect on their perspectives, and
propose educational approaches that support ICC
development and inclusive learning environments.

This course explores intercultural communication competence
(ICC), ICC education, and equity, diversity, and inclusion (EDI)
in Japanese higher education. The first stage introduces ICC
models, communication challenges, barriers to inclusion, and
basic research methods. Through case analysis, discussion, and
reflection, students examine individual assumptions,
communication practices, and institutional arrangements. The
second stage focuses on designing theoretically informed ICC
learning activities and examining their potential contributions and
limitations. The final stage integrates these foundations through a
research project on an intercultural or inclusion-related issue.
Throughout, the course considers majority-group perspectives,
overlooked barriers, and approaches to creating inclusive
environments.

ERDEDT

Classes include short lectures with visual materials, followed by group and class discussions. Students are expected to

read assigned articles before each session.
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