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The book Anime’s Identity: Performativity and Form Beyond Japan was received
the Japan Society for Animation Studies Award. In the book, the intersection
between anime, style, the nation, globalization, and regionality are explored.
Indeed, anime has come to be seen as a particular type of animation that signifies
both Japanese culture and globalization. This creates a tension between the local
(Japan) and the global as anime is seen as “Japanese subculture gone global.”
But attending to anime as conventionalized animation reveals a very different way
of being global. In reality, anime is partially produced across various parts of Asia
and is animated through transnational networks, with Tokyo as its center. In this
way, rather than involving entire countries, a central network functions as the
second form of globalization, connecting cities where numerous studios and staff
are concentrated. Importantly, it is the performance of anime’s conventions of
animation that both enables and hides this transnationality of the final image: the
conventions enable a smooth process of production across national borders, but
the conventions themselves signify Japanese culture. In this sense, this
performance also affords a third dynamic of globalization, a more decentralized,
distributed notion of cultural production, not necessarily isolated to one place of
“authentication.” Ultimately, all three of these modes of being global operate in

tandem in the performance of anime’s animation.
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