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International Cooperation for Sustainability Education

Sustainability Education is gaining momentum

At the Earth Summit on Sustainable Development in
Johannesburg in 2002, governments, business leaders
and representatives from civil society have called upon
the educational sector to become a major driving force to
address social and environmental issues. It was recognised
that all levels of education bear responsibility for growing the
understanding and capabilities to implement the long-term
vision of a global society in balance with nature.

This call was reinforced by UNESCO's declaration of the
Decade of Education for Sustainability 2005 -2014 and
has triggered an intensive discussion about the role of the
educational sector and lead to an already impressive range
of initiatives.

Against this background, Hosei University - taking already a
leadership position in environmental education in Japan - is
strongly committed to contribute to the advancement of this
field.

Hosei initiatives to advance research in this new
field

On the one hand, Hosei launched a project to study the
emergence of sustainability education, funded by MEXT
and looks into the international best practice of integrating
social and environmental aspects into the teaching of
economics and business administration. Hosei researchers
in collaboration with experts from abroad investigate
ways to develop new courses and learning opportunities
for business students - future leaders in business and

government. Second, Hosei is providing a scientific

Interactive Experience Students from 24 countries discuss about sustainability

AEREZS CP. V=¥ —5—

platform for sustainability education experts to exchange
thoughts and new concepts. In 2005, Hosei together with
Swiss Institute of Technology Zurich (ETHZ), The Tokyo
University and United Nations University organised a
three day conference with some of the most distinguished
thought leaders in the field and a panel of top university
representatives. In October 2007 this event - called
the Tokyo Colloquium on Education and Sustainability
- will be continued and allow to monitor progress in
sustainability education at some of the leading universities.

Creating intercultural and transdisciplinary
learning opportunities

On the other hand, Hosei has joined two international
programmes to engage in new forms of education itself and
to provide students from its undergraduate and graduate
schools with new opportunities to study about sustainability.
These initiatives are called the YES - Youth Encounter on
Sustainability and the oikos winter school. An important
characteristic of both programmes is their international
and hence intercultural approach. As global issues require
international cooperation, intercultural competencies are
considered as a key for success. Hence students shall
be provided with learning environments that allow them
to grow empathy, friendship and mutual understanding of
foreign cultures, the diversity of values, perceptions and
communication styles. Both programmes are designed as
short, but very intensive courses that bring together scholars
from all continents not only to study and work, but also to live
together for a short period of time. In the following paragraphs
we give an overview of these two programmes and highlight
what makes both state-of-the-art in sustainability education.

The YES Programme - Youth Encounter on
Sustainability

The YES programme is a series of international courses
initially started by the Global Alliance for Sustainability - a
cooperation involving The University of Tokyo, Massachusetts
Institute of Technology MIT and Swiss Federal Institute of
Technology ETH Zurich. The programme provides a unique
transdisciplinary experience to international students across
all majors. Since 2002 more than 15 courses were held in
Switzerland, South America and Eastern Central Europe,
bringing together some 500 young scholars from 180

universities.
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Participants of the YES Course 2007 in Switzerland

In each course, participants explore the concept of
sustainable development from various perspectives in order
to gain a holistic understanding of the trends and challenges
of the 21st century. During two weeks, they are crossing
the boundary of natural and social sciences and contribute
their perceptions and ideas. Main modules cover topics like
natural & human systems, energy & materials, water, health
and nutrition, economics, psychology, sociology and policy.
A unique feature of the YES programme is its international
faculty: the experts involved in this programme have been
working together since years and they do well understand
and relate to their peers modules, which results in a high
level of integration across disciplines. The core faculty also
stays with the students throughout most of the programme
and hence enables extensive discussions on the sidelines of
the plenary sessions.

From a pedagogy point of view, the YES programme is not
just a series of lectures as it comprises a wide range of
learning techniques: interactive lectures, role plays, games,
poster sessions, company visits, case studies, movies,
debates and presentations. Furthermore a visual artist
supports the integration process throughout the course by
drawing pictures of key findings and by helping students
to express their views in non-verbal forms. As a result, the
outcome of a YES course is not only to be measured by the
knowledge transferred but also by the communication skills
developed and the forthcoming initiatives resulting from
the empowerment of the students. Usually some students
team up during the course and start their very own projects
well taking the encounter to a practical level and creating
sustained networks of people who want to actively contribute

to sustainable development.
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Towards a global community

Since 2004 Hosei has dispatched more than half a dozen
students from several faculties and graduate schools to
join participants from renowned universities like Harvard,
Cambridge or Oxford. Faculty members from Hosei have
contributed lectures on environmental economics during
several YES courses in Switzerland and Slovakia.

In March 2007, Hosei's Faculty of Humanity and Environment
- in collaboration with Swiss Institute of Technology - will
bring the YES Programme to Japan for the first time. 24
students from 24 countries will work and live with six students
from Hosei and another six students from other leading
Japanese universities. They are joined by experts from MIT
Boston, University of St.Gallen, Henley College London, the
Technical University of Vienna and IMD Lausanne.

If successful, YES Japan shall help to further strengthen this
landmark project of international sustainability education.

Empowering students to Make a Difference - the
oikos winter school

The second international programme Hosei is contributing
and participating since 2005 is the oikos winter school: a
one week event specifically designed for students in the
field of economics and management. The purpose of the
winter school is to empower so called "change agents":
students that want to make a difference by engaging with
their universities, business and NGOs in sustainability
initiatives. The oikos winter school itself is organised and run
by a student association in collaboration with experts from
academia and business.

Since 1987 the oikos students association has been working
as institutional entrepreneur, think tank and a professional
network for the integration of Sustainability into management



education. With its roots and professional node located at
the University of St.Gallen - one of the leading business
schools in Europe - the oikos movement has contributed
to the field with a constructive and pro-active approach:
its member students have initiated the Swiss business
association for corporate environmental management in
1990 (with some 400 member companies today), they raised
money to bringing outstanding thinkers as visiting professors
to St.Gallen and finally inspired and funded in 1993 the
research institute for Economy and the Environment IWOE-
HSG. Since 1998 oikos has grown into an international
network with about 300 active members across some 20
local chapters striving for "making a difference" - from
the London and Stockholm Schools of Economics to the
Universities of Dhaka and Bangalore.

Furthermore the oikos foundation was created in 1990 and
today provides resources for faculty by organising the oikos
Sustainability Case Writing Competition in collaboration
with international thought-leaders - awarded during the
European Academy of Management Annual Meeting. And it
runs the oikos Award for Student Entrepreneurship in Higher
Education.

The oikos winter school is an educational programme that
aims at growing pro-active student entrepreneurship for
sustainability: students are selected based on their ideas
and commitment. During the winter school they learn how
to professionally design projects, they practice stakeholder
dialogue methods in order to gain confidence and skills to
work with professors and academic administrators and they
last but not least encourage each other to really implement
their ideas. Former oikos alumni, professors, consultants
and managers act as coaches during the week and provide
critical feedback on the projects and offer assistance.

Claude Siegenthaler - Associate Professor at Hosei's Faculty
of Humanity and Environment - was himself an oikos student
from 1989 to 1993. In 2005 and 2006 he contributed as the
chairman of the winter school and assisted the organising
students throughout the week. Among the 24 students from
Europe, the Americas and Asia in each year, one Hosei
student participated. In 2005 a student of the graduate school
for environmental management was working on a project to
develop a new method for corporate environmental education
and in 2006 a member of the Hosei Ecology Forum student
organisation contributed a project that aims at teaching high-

school students about environmental management.

To experience nature is an essential part of sustainability education

To express oneself is an important skill for sustainability

Hosei is living up to the promise of ISO14001

Looking back on the many activities Hosei university
has unfold since the implementation of its ISO14001
Environmental Management System in 1999, it can be
said that its understanding of the relevant environmental
aspects does not stop at the well management of its
infrastructure. Hosei has embarked on a much wider and
challenging commitment as it recognises the educational
services provided to students of all ages to be at the core
of its continual improvement process. It has well anticipated
the revision of the initial ISO 14001 standard during the
year 2004. Since then, ISO14001 has been extended to go
beyond the organisation itself and firmly calls for putting
the products and services of an organisation at the core
of its environmental performance. As many companies
still have not fully implemented this new scope, Hosei
has already demonstrated its commitment by the many
initiatives in sustainability education. Recently this was even
recognised by the OECD Directorate for Education with
their researcher visiting Hosei to exchange experience and
workout case studies of best practice. But still, there are
many opportunities ahead. Indeed the leaders meeting at the
Johannesburg Earth summit were correct: universities like
Hosei can contribute substantially to make our society more

sustainable in harmony between people and planet.
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