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Abstract

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are steadily spreading in society. But are they really goals
that we should aim for in the world? If so, how can they be effectively addressed to implement the SDGs
with various actors? In order to answer these questions, this paper first examined the significance of SDGs.
Secondly, how Japan can improve multi-level governance in implementing SDGs were considered. As the
significance of SDGs, we derived the following four points. (1) A comprehensive set of concrete goals with
a due date for various problems that prevent sustainable development. (2) Integrated solutions began to be
demanded. (3) They facilitate transformation of society. (4) SDGs pushed sustainable development to a major
agenda of the world. There are three elements of multi-level governance: vertical coordination, horizontal
coordination, and stakeholder engagement. In the implementation of SDGs and follow-up & review, it
became clear that in relation to Japan, there is room for improvement in all three elements of multi-level
governance. Especially for Japan, it is essential to draw a firm picture of future society, and to identify the
way to go forward by backcasting from there. When considering that, process where multi-stakeholders
are fully engaged should be taken.
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*This visualisation map is to stimulate discussion and does not provide a comprehensive overview of all interlinkages |
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