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Hosei University, Graduate School of Humanities, Major in Japanese Literature

Program for the Training of Researchers of Noh Theater

The Japanese literature major of the Graduate School of Humanities of Hosei University now
offers a program for the intensive training of specialists in the field of the Japanese classical
theatrical form known as noh. In collaboration with the Nogami Memorial Noh Theater Research
Institute of Hosei University, one of the best research institutes in Japan dealing with this classical
theatrical genre, our school has produced a number of excellent researchers in the past. With a view
to building on this tradition, the school has introduced a new intensive course for the training of
researchers, entitled “Nogaku Kenkyisha Ikusei Puroguramu.”

Its major aim is the training of researchers and other specialists in the field of nof theater. At
masters’ level, a total of seven courses (24 units) are now devoted to nol theater and related subjects.
Students who take these courses will be trained in research on the essence of the Japanese
performing arts from a variety of perspectives. In addition to core topies such as no/r theory and the
literary study of its libretti, these courses offer students the opportunity to undertake bibliographical
and other source material research on the wide variety of historical sources held by the Noh Theater
Research Institute, as well as to study noh in its contemporary context with performers and critics
who play leading roles in today’s nofi world. Supervision of work towards masters’ and doctoral
theses is undertaken by a strong and varied academic staff, and candidates will have the opportunity
to make full use of the holdings of the Noh Theater Research Institute.

The major in Japanese literature of the Graduate School of Humanities, where the new program
is based, also offers graduate courses in a wide variety of related fields, embracing Japanese
literature and linguistics, Chinese literature, Okinawan literature, and gender studies. Study in these
fields will provide majors in noh theater studies with a solid background for the contextualization
and extension of their research. Majors in the new course are also allowed to take for credit courses
offered by the International Japan-Studies Institute of the Graduate School of Humanities. This is a
recently founded institute for the study and dissemination of research on Japan and its culture.
Courses offered there will help prepare majors in noh theater studies for a future in which they can
participate in the growing global interest in Japan’s noh theater.

A special entrance examination system has been prepared for foreign students, in recognition of
the fact that they often do not possess the literary skills of native Japanese applicants. For details,
please see the guidelines for applicants. In addition, a course is offered for foreign students at
masters” level on Japanese language and literature, in which they will have a chance to study the

basics of the classical language necessary for research at graduate level.



